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The meeting began with an introduction of Linda Nickel, Program Specialist for the P-20 Data Collaborative Grant.

The Senate Bill 1 Requirements – SB1 Matrix was the main item on the agenda.  The SB1 Matrix is comprised of the sections from SB1 pertaining to the requirements for Educator Preparation Programs and questions for staff of educator preparation programs to consider to meet the intent of SB 1.  We discussed the strategies each university/college are using or plan to use to meet the requirements of SB1.  

The first requirement speaks to the revisions to the content standards and ensuring that the standards are aligned from elementary to high school to postsecondary education so that students can be successful at each education level.  A productive discussion centered on current program practices and how each entity plans to include the new core content standards in their Educator Preparation Program.  A part of this discussion centered on the need for timely training and communication on the roll out of the standards.  Communication is still an area of concern for many of the university contacts.  
Another requirement of SB1 is for each educator preparation program to include use of the academic standards in the pre-service education programs and for teacher interns to have experience planning classroom instruction based on the revised standards.  We discussed the quick timeline needed for communicating content standard expectations to students because methods classes will be beginning this fall for the student teachers who will be interns in the fall of 2011.  
Another component of SB1 pertains to the quality of writing instruction and how it is directly related to how well teachers are prepared in their educator preparation programs and how confident they are in the writing process.  The group asked Linda to put this issue of the teaching of writing on the agenda for the next meeting.  Also, they asked her to invite KDE personnel to speak to this subject.  
Linda attended the OVEC Content Network professional development for English/language arts core content standards.  She summarized the purpose and relevant content from the training.  The training was day 1 of an eight day professional development series on the role out of the new standards.  This group is very interested in when, how, and where the training for higher education personnel will take place.  Linda was asked to collaborate with CPE and KDE to provide this training as soon as feasible.
Linda was asked to send a link to the new crosswalk for common core standards comparison to English and mathematics documents posted on the KDE website and the PowerPoint which was used for the Content Network Professional Development.

At the pleasure of the group, the next meeting of the large group will be in September.  Linda was asked to try to schedule the September meeting on the same day of the EPSB Board Meeting and the KACTE meeting.  The agenda will include a continued discussion of Senate Bill 1 requirements, particularly the writing instruction requirement and the training needs for higher education.
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