Appendix D


To: 

Superintendents in Tier 3 Status

From:

Gene Wilhoit, Commissioner of Education

Date:

August 14, 2006

Re: 

Request for Tier 3 Districts to Choose an Assistance Team Option 

The federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) legislation requires the KDE to impose corrective actions on districts labeled as Tier 3 districts.  Districts fall into Tier 3 status if they fail to make adequate yearly progress by the end of the second full year after identification of the district for improvement; that is, after they have failed to make adequate yearly progress for four years.  One of the corrective actions required of Tier 3 districts (a complete list is outlined below) is that they work collaboratively with an Assistance Team.  Because your district has been identified as a Tier 3 district, we are requesting that you choose an option as to how you will implement the Assistance Team requirement.          

Corrective actions required of districts that are identified as in need of improvement follow.  Districts must:  

· Defer a percentage of the Title I, Part A funds to be used specifically to close achievement gaps (See attached Tier 3 Deferred Funds--- for specific amounts)

· Revise the comprehensive district improvement plan and submit for approval

· Work collaboratively with an Assistance Team.  There are three options  (see attached Tier 3 Assistance Options for specific information) available to assist identified districts in planning and implementing improvement plans: 

· Voluntary Partnership Assistance Teams (VPAT), the Commissioner of Education and KDE’s partners will make the decision as to which district will be offered this type of assistance,    

· State Assistance Teams (SAT), and 

· Network Assistance Teams (NAT), the network must have been found, through scientifically based research, to significantly improve the academic achievement of students.  

The duration of the assistance is for a minimum of two years.  

Districts should carefully review the needs of the district, the achievement gap(s) that caused the district to be identified for improvement, and the three types of assistance teams available for collaboration.  Once a decision has been made about the type of collaborative assistance the district needs, the Title I, Part A – District Corrective Action Technical Assistance Proposal (see attachment) must be completed and submitted to: Title1reports@education.ky.gov by August 25, 2006.

Superintendents will receive an email by September 15, 2006, that will communicate the team leader for the VPAT and SAT or approval to participate with a NAT.  If you have questions about the requirements for districts in Tier 3 of improvement or the assistance team options, please contact Pauline Carr or Diane Robertson at (502) 564-3791.

